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Cable Tow 
 

September 2014 
Happy Labor Day! 

     
From the East 
Greetings Brothers! 

Monthly Contemplation: 

As we progress into September, we make the transition from Summer to Autumn. We 
are in the beginning of receiving the bounties of our efforts. Nature tells us that soon 
she will start to transition, although it is not yet apparent to the naked eye or the 
undiscerning mind. The subtle patterns of weather show us that the abundance of 
summer will soon be gone. It is through Geometry, as Masons, we are taught that 
Nature’s cycles and the subtle changes she undergoes may be known to us. This is a 
reminder that the world around us can serve as model for the world within; to observe 
the patterns that the Divine Architect has woven can help us to better know not only the 
beautiful complexity of the world, but also its elegant simplicity.   

Just as the farmer labors to grow his crops, so must we as Free and Accepted Masons 
labor to build our Inner Temple. We have planted our crops of thoughts and ideas, and 
continue to remove weeds and see that the soil is watered. We knock off the edges of 
the rough ashlar to make it the perfect ashlar. The rough stones of our unconscious 
minds often do not make themselves known to us, just as the rocks in the field can 
easily evade the farmers attention as he tills the soil. Through introspection and 
impartial observation of our thoughts can these hidden obstacles become known to us. 

Take this time to not only appreciate the glorious works of Creation, but also to look 
inward to see how patterns and cycles exist in our own lives. Finally, ask yourself, 
“What are the bounties of my labor?” 

State of the Lodge: 



Last month I discussed the four key points of my Trestle Board. These were: 

*Emphasizing Free Masonry as an Initiatory Order, and continuing to build upon our 
spiritual heritage 

*Enhancing the Fellowship of the Lodge, through improved participation and 
engagement, and membership growth 

*Streamlining administrative and business practices 

*Public Displays of Masonry 

Last month the Lodge approved a change in the Bylaws to grant the Board of Trustees 
the ability to handle all of the finances of the Lodge. The significance of this is that gives 
us more time to pursue other Masonic activities in our stated meetings besides the 
business of the Lodge. We, as the Board of Trustees, appreciate and acknowledge the 
trust that the Lodge imparts to us, and will provide regular reports on our activities. Our 
first meeting is set for September 15th at the Masonic Center at 7:00 pm.  

At our last meeting in August we initiated several new Brothers as Entered Apprentices.  
At our September 11th meeting we will review the grips, words, and signs associated 
with this Degree. We will also review the meaning of key parts of the Entered 
Apprentice Degree. We encourage not only newly-made Brothers, but all who may be 
looking to enhance or refresh their knowledge to join us on September 11th.  
Additionally, we will hold a moment of remembrance for those who lost their lives on this 
day 13 years ago. 

We will have a Masonic Study Group on Saturday, September 13th, at 1:00 pm at the 
Masonic Center. This is a great opportunity to ask questions and share insights you 
may have about Masonry. 

Fraternally, 

Kendig Bergstresser, WM 

Order Your Unity Lodge Name Badge Now 
If you would like to order one of the blue, magnetic Unity Lodge name badges, let Junior 
Warden Kyle Orth know. We would like to see all of the officers, and the Brothers on the 
sidelines, wearing them. The cost each is $7.35 if we order 10-24 of them. Fewer than 
10 orders will raise the cost to $8.35. Email Kyle at unity130juniorwarden@gmail.com.   
 
Mark Your Calendar 
Sept. 11   Stated meeting, 7:00 pm (opening in EA); light meal after Opening 
Sept. 12   “Cigar Night”, 2405 S. Theodore Ave., 7:00 pm 
Sept. 13   Masonic Study Group, Mayer Room, 1:00 pm 
Sept. 25   Fellow Craft Degree, open at 7:00 pm; light meal between sections 
Oct.     4  One-Day Blue Lodge Initiation Festival  
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Brothers Make Scholarship Potluck A Success  
A huge “Thank you” to all the Brothers who attended and brought food and made the 
Unity Lodge Scholarship Awards Potluck a success! Scholarships were awarded at the 
August 14th meeting to four of this year’s winners.Kelli Anderson, Tiffany Anderson, 
Zane Schumacher, and Mason Sundvold each received a check for $250 for the first 
semester. They will receive another $250 after they register for the second semester.  
Shelby Ripperger was unable to attend due to her grandfather’s funeral. Kelli is the 
daughter of Bro. Tom Anderson, and Mason is the son of Bro. Mark Sundvold. South 
Dakota’s Grand Master, MWB Doug McFarland missed the event due to the untimely 
death of PGM Richard Decker, whose Masonic funeral service took place at the same 
time as Unity’s meeting. 
 
District Three Masonic Picnic Held 
About 150 people of all ages, (church deacon’s count) representing the Blue Lodges 
and appendant Masonic bodies of District 3, gathered Sunday afternoon, August 17th at 
Cherry Rock Park in Sioux Falls for the annual Masonic Family Picnic. The Double 
Eagle Chefs of the Scottish Rite grilled hamburgers, brats and hot dogs to go along with 
beans, fruit cocktail, chips, and pickles. El Riad Shrine provided the liquid refreshments. 
 
Unity Lodge Email Change 
Beginning Saturday, September 6th, we will no longer use the unity130membership 
email account.  unitylodge130@gmail.com  will be the email address we use to contact 
all of you. If you have a new email address, please let us know. 
 
Help Needed for Ritual Parts 
We are looking for a few Brothers who would be willing to take on a lecture in one of the 
three Degrees. Several of the Brothers who have done these parts for a number of 
years have indicated they are willing to help train a backup who would then step into the 
role. Available spots include:  King Solomon in MM Degree. The Historical and 
Illustrated lectures for the EA and the MM Degrees. And the Stair Lecture and the “G” 
Lecture in the FC Degree also need backup lecturers. 
 
Ritual Practices Scheduled 
There will be ritual practices on Wednesday, September 3rd and 17th for anyone who 
wants to work on their parts. The sessions will start at 6:15 pm and end at 7:30. If you 
have any questions, contact SW Richard Hagler at  unity130seniorwarden@gmail.com. 
 
From the Secretary 
Greetings Brothers! 
Hope that you all enjoyed a good holiday weekend.  
It is that time of year when I am busy making arrangements for the 2015 dues notices. 
 They should get mailed around the middle of October. This year they will include a 
separate page that we want you to return with your dues. It is an information update 
form. One of the important parts is if you are a "snowbird" we would like that address 
and dates while you are away. This cuts down on return postage, enables us to keep 
you informed of events that may be happening right after you return and so forth. Last 
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year alone Unity Lodge spent over $30 sending out information that got returned 
because the Brother was away and did not have a forwarding service arranged. This 
information is also used by the Grand Lodge, and they have the same problem, sending 
out the "Messenger" only to have them returned as undeliverable. 
One of the other items on that form is military service. Many of our Brothers have 
served our Country in the military and we have no record of that service. We would like 
to get your service recorded in the program and then we can use it to recognize those 
Brothers during certain times of the year.   
Also requested is your current email address where we can send you the monthly 
"Cable Tow" and other important updates. WE WILL NOT RELEASE THAT 
INFORMATION TO OTHER APPENDED BODIES WITHOUT YOUR PERMISSION.   
Speaking of dues, the time for those 19 Brothers that still owe 2013 dues is coming to 
an end. During the stated meeting in November, we will read those Brothers’ names 
with a motion to suspend them for non-payment of dues. During our stated meeting in 
December we will vote on that motion to suspend. Those Brothers who get suspended 
will no longer be able to be members of any of the appended bodies. That means no 
York Rite, Scottish Rite or Shrine memberships. Those who may have certain honors 
bestowed upon them by the appended bodies will also loose those honors.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
If there is a hardship that is causing your dues to not be paid, let me know. No 
guarantees, but the Lodge does have certain funds set aside to assist a worthy Brother 
Master Mason. These funds are limited and are not a lifetime of assistance, but are 
such that they can offer some relief while things get straightened out and you get back 
on your feet. 
We also have 91 Brothers that still owe for 2014. As a reminder, dues are due prior to 
the 1st of the year that they cover. So, 2015 dues are due by 12-31-2014.  We have 
several payment options available such as cash, check, credit card and automatic 
payment via ACH services. The automatic payment can be set up as monthly, quarterly, 
semi-annual and annual. 
We are a growing Lodge. We raised 5 new Brothers during the summer months, have 4 
new Brothers that were just initiated and have a one-day class set up for October 4th. If 
you have a friend that you think would be a good fit for our fraternity, and you want them 
to be ablt ot attend the one-day class on October 4th, we will need to have their petition 
in hand to read at our September 11th meeting. 
That's all for now, 
Glendon Rice, Jr. 
 


