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Have a Safe 4th of July! 
             
      
Greetings From The East 
It is with pleasure, honor, and humility that I begin my one-year journey in the East. I am 
very excited to have this privilege and responsibility, while at the same time humbled by 
the fact that I am one of many in a long line of leaders of this Fraternity. I am told by 
many that the year goes very fast and that I may be lucky to complete half of the items 
on my Trestle Board. There comes with this a sense of stewardship, to leave the 
position and the Lodge greater than I found it, to continue the traditions laid before me 
while at the same time leading the Lodge to greater heights. 

There are four key themes I plan to focus on this year: 

*Emphasizing Freemasonry as an Initiatory Order, and continuing to build upon our 
spiritual heritage 

*Enhancing the Fellowship of the Lodge, through improved participation and 
engagement, and membership growth 

*Streamlining administrative and business practices 

*Public Displays of Masonry 

While each of these areas stands out on its own, they are all as connected as the four 
directions of the lodge. Without understanding our Masonic roots, the symbolic nature of 
the Craft, we find ourselves like any other civic and charitable organization. It is the 
many layers of meaning to the path of Initiation from our Arts that truly set us apart from 
any other organization in this nation or the world. By adhering to these roots, we give 



our members something to belong to that has deep and lasting meaning and is truly 
greater than any one man or the sum of our parts.   

If we do not appeal to our sense of social connection, the path of Fellowship, then we 
do all of our members a disservice. A lodge’s health depends on the level of engage-
ment of its members. We will strive this year and in the years ahead to create a unique 
social atmosphere, and more than just one forum for members and their families to 
connect. Our Masonic journey begins with the Blue Lodge, and although many of us 
also find residence in the Associated and Appended Bodies, our true home remains in 
our Blue Lodge.  It remains the responsibility of our Blue Lodge to provide the best 
possible atmosphere for our members, and to truly feel like home. 

Many Brothers have commented in the past that they would like to be more active in 
their Blue Lodge, but find that it competes with their many other duties. For this reason, 
we seek to streamline the business conducted in Lodge, to have more time to focus on 
what’s really important: education, fellowship, and work of building the unseen Temple.  
While it is necessary to conduct some business every month, we are looking to change 
the format so that it flows quickly, easily, and that one meeting per month will be 
“business free”. 

Freemasonry has a deep and proud heritage, both within Sioux Falls, in the history of 
this nation, and the world. It is important that we live by example, that we are beacon for 
others, and even as we seek further Light in Masonry, that we bring that light to the rest 
of the world. We must give public displays of Masonry, and do it often. Let each of us 
live the values of a Mason, spread the cement of Brotherly Love, and let others see how 
vastly the world can be improved by all of us meeting on the level and acting upon the 
square. 

Finally, I make myself accessible to all members of the lodge. Feel free to call me on 
the phone number listed below or email me at unity130master@gmail.com.   

Fraternally, Kendig Bergstresser     (240) 750-0291  

 
Meet Your New Junior Warden 
Brothers, I am Kyle Orth your newly elected Junior Warden. I started my Masonic 
journey in October of 2011. In February of 2012 I started my first duty as an Officer, 
finishing the term of Chaplain for a Brother whose work schedule had changed. In 2012-
2013 I served as Marshall and in 2013-2014 I served as Senior Deacon. It has been a 
fun and wonderful experience, especially attending Grand Lodge for the first time this 
year. Did I mention Grand Lodge was fun?  If I didn’t, I should have. It made me regret 
not going in years past. Also I’m in my second year as Secretary/Treasurer for the 
Mystic Riders, which is Sioux Falls’ Masonic Motorcycle club. I was born and raised in 
Scotland, SD.  After that I moved to Watertown, SD, were I attended LATI and worked a 
few years before making Sioux Falls my home.  I am the Service Manager for Transport 
Refrigeration of South Dakota, which is over the road refrigeration, or more specifically 
“temp controlled freight” ,whether it be highway, rail, or overseas container. I’ve recently 



become a married man to Ashley. We have two dogs, Rowdy, a Yellow Lab-Pit Bull mix, 
and Duce, a Doberman Pit-Bull mix. 
 
As the Junior Warden is tasked with the hour of Refreshment, he is to be a bit of the 
“Social” leader of the Lodge. So the first step in doing that is I will host a Masonic “Cigar 
Night” at my home on July18th starting at 7:00 pm. Don’t let the word “cigar” scare you.  
The idea came to light while several of us were having a cigar at Grand Lodge. It will be 
“family friendly” with pool, air hockey, foosball, Atari 2600 game play (yes old school), 
original Nintendo (if it allows, everyone remembers how touchy they were even when 
new), and regular Xbox 360 guitar hero/rock band games. Even a fire, weather 
permitting. The only requirement is that an immediate family member be a Master 
Mason, as this is to promote fun in our fraternity, and to get to do things together other 
than business. This will hopefully turn into a monthly endeavor that one weekend will 
have us visit our brothers in Mitchell as they have a Cigar Night every Saturday in their 
Lodge. If the sky is crying that night the garage will be clear for the cigar smokers as the 
basement will be open for the games so fun can be had by all. The address is 2909 N. 
Lyme Grass Ave.  (3/4 of the house is gray and 1/4 is white.)  It will be a good time to 
ask questions about Masonry, if you are a little rusty, and that is why you haven’t been 
back to Lodge, or a good place to find out about the “High Rollers” club---which I missed 
at my first opportunity but am now aware and won’t miss the second. At any rate keep 
your eyes open for the “Cigar Night” in the future and maybe someone can come up 
with a better name, or maybe since it came up over a cigar it will keep its name. With 
any luck hopefully this will turn into a starting point for bringing fun and life back into the 
Fraternity, as this is hopefully a stepping stone to another idea to bring Brothers and 
their families together to enjoy each other and each other’s shared interests. Reach me 
at unity130juniorwarden@gmail.com. Now that nobody else has any room left to put 
anything in the Cable Tow, I’ll zip it.   
 
Mark Your Calendar 
July  10  Stated meeting, 7:00 pm, dessert following  
July  12  Masonic Study Group, 1:00 pm, Mayer Room 
July  24  MM Degree, 6:00 pm, light meal between 1st and 2nd sections 
Aug. 14 Scholarship Awards Night 
Aug. 17 District 3 Masonic Picnic, 3 pm, Cherry Rock Park 
 
When Do I Need A Certificate of Good Standing? 
Once in a while we hear a Brother say, “How do I cancel my Blue Lodge membership? 
I’m moving to Denver (or Minneapolis, or wherever), and won’t be able to take part in 
our Lodge’s activities.” If this is your situation, and you plan to join a new Lodge after 
you move, ask your current Lodge Secretary for a “Certificate of Good Standing”. Then 
when you apply for affiliation with a new Lodge, you present your Certificate of Good 
Standing and “Demit” from your old Lodge to the new one. In the event you wish to have 
“dual” membership in both Lodges, the Demit is not needed. One thing to remember:  
The Certificate of Good Standing is good only for 90 days after being signed by the 
Grand Treasurer/Secretary, so visit Lodges in the area to be certain which new one you 
want to join before you request a Certificate of Good Standing from your old Lodge. 



Joint Blue Lodge Installation Held 
The officers of the three Sioux Falls Blue Lodges were installed on Wednesday, June 
25th. Below are the officers installed for coming Masonic year for Unity Lodge 130: 
WM Kendig Bergstresser, II   Senior Deacon Dan Nace 
SW Richard Hagler, Jr.    Senior Steward Dan Weber 
JW Kyle Orth      Junior Steward James Rollason 
Treasurer Nicholas MacDonald   Marshal Chad Larson 
Secretary Glendon Rice, Jr., PM  Tyler DaNiel Wood, PM 
 
Chaplain Bob McDaniel, and Junior Deacon Dane Bloch will be installed at a later date. 
 
From the Secretary  
Wow! did that year go fast. It seems like just yesterday that I was composing my first 
article as secretary. Grand Lodge featured some training for secretaries on the new 
computer database that the Grand Lodge office and all subordinate Lodges must now 
use. The developer of the program did the training and when we covered a couple of 
sticky points for our Lodge, he said "it isn't programmed to do that" and took down our 
Lodge information so that he could investigate, and if needed put in a fix. 
As of the end of June, we still have 21 Brothers that owe dues for 2013 and 99 Brothers 
that owe for 2014. In a few short months we will be sending out the dues notices for 
2015. We will have an additional sheet included with the 2015 dues notices. It is called 
a Member Data Sheet. Basically, it will show what information we have in the system 
such as home address, “snowbird” address, phone number, email address, date of birth 
for you and your spouse (if you have one), dates of your degrees and so forth. We will 
be asking you to verify the information and make any changes that are needed and then 
return the form with your dues. I know that I checked mine and it did not have any 
information on my wife. 
Our next meeting, July 24th, will start at 6:00 pm. We will do a short business meeting 
and then jump right into the conferral of the Master Mason Degree. We will be serving a 
light dinner between the first and second sections of the degree work. Right now it looks 
like we will have six Brothers in that class. It would be great to have 20-30 or even more 
Brothers sitting on the sidelines to witness their completion of the degrees and 
becoming full fledged Brothers of this Lodge. 
The following meeting, August 14th, will also start at 6:00 pm. We will be handing out the 
scholarship checks to our five scholarship winners. 
 
Hope that each of you and your families have a great 4th of July. 
 
Glendon Rice, Jr. 
 


