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From the East  
It doesn’t take much to follow headlines and see that the world is in 
a volatile state. There are wars waging around the globe (some 
publicized, others not so much), greater conflict on the brink, 
teetering economic crisis, looming pandemics, and many other threats 
to our supposed civilized and orderly society. 
 
We as Masons would do well to remember a few very fundamental principles: 
 
1. We are to regard the internal over the external. We often have very 
little to no control over what happens around us or to us. The only 
element we have actual control over is ourselves---we either build and 
exercise that control or suffer it to be lost. Self control involves 
subduing our passions. To do this we must be aware of those passions 
and the power they hold over us. The vast majority of people, while they 
may be aware on some level of their passions, have not started the work 
of separating their passions from themselves. As a Mason, it is our 
work to be on guard, to purge our inner lodge of those aspects 
of ourselves that would take control and enslave us, preventing us 
from reaching the goal of Self Mastery. Taking this action does not 
mean suppressing or repressing our desires, but rather limiting their 



hold on us. The astute man recognizes that his passions are always 
with him. It is his ability to use self-observation, logic, self- 
control, and a belief in a Higher Power that allows him to properly 
circumscribe his inner and outer conduct. Finally, in our regard of 
the internal over the external, we should not neglect our external 
activities and obligations; the internal should lead and rule over the 
external, resulting in Harmony. 
 
2. All of life is transitory. Even the exalted Temple, regardless of the 
state of completion we believe it reached, was laid low by time, 
ignorance, and barbarous force. All that exists today is a relic, a 
ruined wall and the account in various lore and scripture. We, as 
Masons, remember the Temple, not for its physical accomplishment, but 
for its symbolic importance to our own growth and spiritual journey. In 
this world, all that may physically remain of us will be our bones, 
ashes, or other form that is chosen for us---but it will only be the 
shell of what we today animate. The other remains will be the memories 
and lessons we impart to others in our day-to-day interactions. 
Perhaps we may even leave behind wealth or monuments. All of these 
things will fade, whether in a moment or a millennia. Nothing of this 
world will last forever. Remembering this, we can face the many 
perils that life offers us, not as harbingers of doom, but as 
opportunities for learning and growth. We can see more clearly our 
state of incompleteness---for our inner Temple is always a work in progress. 
 
3. Truth prevails over falsehood. When we apply logic to a situation, the 
truth or falsehood shall be made evident to us. As justice is blind, so too must we be 
impartial when applying logic. The quick andoften automatic response of emotions 
tends to cloud our judgements, which may mean that we do not apply logic in its purest 
form and our perception of the truth gets distorted.  Here is an example: 
 
I am in line at the airport, and just when I am about to check my bag 
the clerk leaves. I am on time, but due to them leaving I am delayed 
and almost miss my flight. Because of the inconvenience to me, I am 
angered (and worried that I will not get to where I am going). With 
this emotion, I judge the clerk guilty of causing the delay and assume 
him to be bad at his job. If I take a deep breath and separate 
myself from the situation, I can then begin to apply logic. 
Reflecting on the situation further I look at the other aspects of the 
situation and learn that the airline was short an employee that day 
and that the clerk had to go help unload the plane. If he didn’t do 
this, the flight would be delayed and several people would miss their 
connections. The truth of this matter is that the employee was in fact 
doing his job as well as someone else’s. By removing my own bias and looking 
at different aspects of the situation, weighing the different choices 
and outcomes through logic, the truth is revealed. 



Masonry provides us with many other tools for operating in the world 
and building our own inner Temple---enough to fill volumes and volumes 
of books. In closing, I will leave you with the suggestion that 
however bad things seem in the world or in your personal life, we have 
through our Fraternity a system for bettering ourselves and thereby 
facing these challenges. Despite how insurmountable particular events 
may seem, the world has always known suffering and turmoil in varying 
degrees---it is a great opportunity to look within and break off the 
rough pieces of stone to become the perfect ashlar. 
 
Fraternally, 
Kendig Bergstresser, WM 
 
Mark Your Calendar 
Mar. 12  Stated meeting, 7:00 pm, light meal after opening 
Mar. 14  Masonic One-Day Festival, opening at 8:00 am 
Mar. 26  Stated meeting 7:00 pm, light meal after opening  
May 21  Past Masters’ Night 
 
Editor Needed for CableTow 
Beginning in June we will need a new Editor for the Unity Lodge Cable Tow. It isn’t a 
difficult job, and I will be glad to work with you and show you just how it works before I 
step down. Contact me at  makuehn47@gmail.com, or tell WM Bergstreser.  
 
Unity Lodge Scholarship  
If you have a son or daughter who is in need of financial assistance to further their 
education beyond high school, have them check out the Unity Lodge Scholarship. The 
deadline for submitting an application is April 15th. It provides $500 to worthy and well-
qualified students who live in Minnehaha or Lincoln County or are direct descendants of 
a member of Unity Lodge, and who will be attending a college/university or technical 
school in South Dakota. The scholarship is based on need and on academic 
achievement. Preference is given to students who are related to a Master Mason. You 
can get an application from  unity130scholarship@gmail.com  or download it from the 
Unity Lodge website.  
 
Person Needed to Letter Aprons and Bibles 
Unity Lodge needs someone who can do the lettering of names and dates on the 
Aprons and Bibles for our newly-raised Master Masons. Contact SW Richard Hagler at 
unity130seniorwarden@gmail.com.   
 
Order Your Unity Lodge Shirt  
Brothers who are interested in ordering a Unity Lodge logo shirt (polo or long-sleeve 
denim) should refer to their January 19th email from WM Bergstresser, which has a link 
to the site that describes the shirts and ordering information. Contact WM Bergstresser 
for more details at  unity130master@gmail.com. 
 



Get SD Masonic Messenger by Email  
If you would like to receive the SD Masonic Messenger as an email rather than a 
physical paper copy, just email the Grand Lodge of South Dakota and ask Gwen to add 
your name to the email mailing list. Email her at  office@mygrandlodge.org  to get on 
the list and save the Grand Lodge some postage. 
 
Cigar Night 
March 27th will be the Masonic Cigar Night at Brother Nolan Webb’s. That is at 2405 S. 
Theodore Ave., which is not far from 32nd and Sertoma Ave. Thanks to all the Brothers 
who have stayed with us through the Winter, and to those who have attended one or 
more of our gatherings. All are invited to attend when you can. It’s a family-friendly 
gathering and all you need is your chair, your smoke of choice--if desired---and your 
favorite beverage. Contact JW Kyle Orth at  unityjuniorwarden@gmail.com.  
 
From the Secretary 
Howdy, Brothers! 
For a short month we sure were busy. We have read 30 new petitions so far this year, 
with more in the inbox for the next meeting. Dues payments continue to roll in and we 
now have 9 brothers taking advantage of the automatic pre-payment of dues. If you 
want to pay your dues quarterly via a direct deposit into the Lodge account let me know 
and I will send you the form. It does cost a bit more, $80 vs $75, but the difference 
covers the cost of the program, and any additional funds left over after paying the fees 
are put into either the scholarship fund or the temporary charity fund. The more brothers 
we have using the system the lower the cost becomes. 
 
We still have 59 brothers that owe dues for 2014. I will be sending out a letter sometime 
this month to those brothers reminding them of their late dues and outlining options 
available to them to get them caught up to date with their dues. 
 
We have the Masonic One-Day Festival in a littler over a week, on Saturday, March 
14th, starting at 8:00 am for the EA degree. Unity will be conferring the Fellow Craft 
Degree and will start roughly at 10AM. You are more than welcome to attend all day or 
any of the degrees and even have lunch with us. Warning: that is also the date for the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade downtown, so parking will be tight that afternoon. 
 
Hope you all have a great month. 
 
Glendon Rice, Jr. 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


