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Happy Father’s Day! 

 

Flag Day is June 14th! 

 

From the East - Parting Upon the Square 

Brothers, 

 This is my last article writing from the East.  Next month we will have a new Worshipful Master, 

Richard Hagler.  First, I would like to congratulate him and his slate of officers.  I know without a shadow 

of a doubt that he and they will continue the exemplary work they have already been doing in Masonry 

and will take this Lodge to new heights.    

It has been a pleasure serving you from the East this year.  For me it has been an experience for 

growth and learning.  As anyone who sits in this chair, I came in with a certain set of ideas and left with a 

different set.  We were able to accomplish some of the things on Trestle Board, and many still to be 

accomplished.  I set out with the idea that this would happen, having some lofty goals and some that were 

more attainable.  Some had cautioned me to keep it simple, that I would not get them all done, and while I 

appreciate that advice, I think it is also good to aim higher than you know you might be able to reach, in 

hopes that you will go further than you would otherwise have gone. 

We gave out several awards at our last meeting to members of our lodge.  This is a small reflection 

of all the work that our officers and other members have taken on, not just last year but cumulatively.  The 

efforts should never be about accomplishment for the sake of oneself, but for the sake of the Order and 

those who will benefit from it.  I hope that I embodied that throughout the year (and will continue to strive 
for that).  This is one thing that really emerged and stood out for me this year.   

The officers and members of the lodge accomplished a few key things this Masonic year.  For one, 

we were able to move some of the more mundane business out of lodge and to the Board of Trustees. That 

created a little more work for the Trustees and some of the officers, but it helped to allow us to have a 

little more time in Lodge for other activities.  We had a few opportunities to increase our presence to the 

public, the most recent being Past Masters Night where spouses and guests were invited in and received 

some additional education on Masonry for non-Masons.  We saw a lot of great meals and fellowship 

during lodge.  We started conducting a monthly contemplation, to reflect on of Freemasonry.  Our Junior 

Warden created Cigar Night which has been a great success in getting brothers together (several that 

maybe cannot make it to lodge) and get to know each other better.  Our very own WB Dick Costain 

http://www.unitylodge130.com/
mailto:unity130newsletter@gmail.com


identified a need for new furniture in the building and lead the charge to make that happen, and if anyone 

has been to the building in the last week or so, one could attest that it is a major improvement.  There are 

many other things that members of our lodge have done this year, and as they all add up it equals a great 

effort for our Craft.   

As we look ahead to another Masonic year, remember our efforts, even the little ones, and what 

great things we may yet accomplish through seemingly small steps.  Ever our goal is the perfect ashlar. 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
June 5    Cigar Night, 2405 S. Theodore Ave., 7:00 pm 

June 11  Stated Meeting, 7:00 pm 

June 12  Cigar Night, Shenanigans at 26
th

 & Ellis Rd., 7:00 pm 

June 13  Study Group, Mayer Room, 1:00 pm 

June 18-20  Grand Lodge, Cedar Shore Resort, Chamberlain 

June 24  Sioux Falls Blue Lodge Installation of Officers, 7:30 pm 

June 25  Stated Meeting, 7:00 pm 

 

A Note on Parting 

To my Brothers of Unity Lodge 130:  I want to tell you all how honored I am to have been a part 

of this Lodge for nearly 30 years, and to have had the opportunity to serve as Worshipful Master, and I am 

humbled by being honored as Unity's "Mason of the Year". Thank you for your friendship and brotherly 

love, and all your good wishes to Sue and me as we move to Washington to be closer to our kids. Keep up 

the good work and help strengthen the Craft and its work in the Sioux Falls area. I hope that I can find a 

home in a Lodge in the Seattle area in which cooperation with nearby Lodges is a strong as it is here. I 

will miss all of you who have been such a huge part of my life over the past 30 years. Thank you for 

everything. 

Fraternally, Mark Kuehn, PM 

 

Grand Lodge is June 18-20 
The next Junior Grand Warden of South Dakota will be a Brother of Unity Lodge 130. Delegates 

to the 141
st
 Communication of the Grand Lodge of South Dakota later this month will elect either WB 

DaNiel Wood or WB Reid Jensen to that position. You can read their bios, as well as the agenda for 

Grand Lodge, in the May issue of the SD Masonic Messenger.  

 

Past Masters’ Night 
This past month we held a Past Masters night where the Worshipful Master recognized each of the 

Past Masters of our Lodge that were able to attend the meeting.  The years as Master stretched from 1968, 

with G. Winston Iverson to our current master, Kendig Bergstresser II.  If my math is correct, that is a 

span of 47 years. 

That evening we also held our annual elections.  The Brothers that were present elected Richard 

Hagler Jr to be our next Worshipful Master.  Kyle Orth and Dan Nace will be the Senior and Junior 

Wardens.  I know that Richard has a full slat set out on his trestle board and will be asking each and every 

one of you to contribute in some form. 

 

Upcoming Contemplation Questions 

We know that many of our Founding Fathers were Freemasons and that the Fraternity has had a 

profound influence on free societies' systems of government.  What are some of these principles and how 

can they be applied today?  Can you think of one or two things that you can do as a Mason that would not 

only benefit your fellow man but that would strengthen the principles of liberty in your community and 

society today? 

 



I Didn’t Know That! 
We all remember saying the Pledge of Allegiance every morning back in grade school. But did 

you know that having a U. S. Flag in every classroom, and most public buildings, was the idea of Bro. 

James B. Upham of Converse Lodge in Malden, MA, in the 1890s? He got the publishing company of 

which he was a partner to sponsor a plan to sell the flags to schools at cost. The result was that some 

25,000 schools acquired American flags in just the first year! Another of Upham’s ideas was that for the 

400
th

 anniversary of Columbus’s voyage to America, there should be a rededication by schoolchildren to 

the love and service to their country. President Benjamin Harrison supported the plan and proclaimed a 

national holiday for Columbus Day 1892 for the celebration. In preparation for this national celebration, 

Bro. Upham mentioned to his old friend, Bro. Francis Bellamy of Little Falls (NY) Lodge No. 181, that a 

suitable dedication was needed for the students to recite. Bellamy took up the challenge and wrote the 

“Pledge of Allegiance” to the flag. So be sure to remember the patriotism of Brothers Upham and 

Bellamy on Flag Day, June 14
th

, and whenever you recite the Pledge.   (from Connecticut Freemasons, 

Sept. 2012)   

 

Cigar Night 
Brothers, Cigar Nights for June are June 5

th
 at Nolan Webb’s at 2405 S. Theodore Ave Sioux 

Falls.  Then on June 12
th

 at Kyle Orth’s house at 2909 N Lyme Grass Ave. July Cigar Nights are July 10
th

 

and July 24
th

 with locations yet to be decided. Cigar smoking and Scotch sipping not required.  This is a 

social gathering to bring Masons and their families together for fun.  If you haven’t made it to one yet try 

to pick one of the 4 dates above and join us. 

Kyle Orth, Junior Warden #130 

 

Use of Automated Voicemail and Text Messages 
The Scottish Rite recently started using this system and it seems to be working well.  Sometime 

this month you will receive one of these calls from Unity Lodge about the Past Masters Night. If you 

wish to be removed from the call list, it is important for you to listen to the entire message. At the end 

of the message it will ask you to enter a code to be removed. If you hang up prior to that message you will 

not be removed from the list and will continue to receive these calls in the future. 

The plan is to use this system sparingly, mainly for special meeting reminders, calls for Masonic Funerals, 

and reminders of any Degree work that will be performed. We will not use it for a general reminder of 

Lodge stated meetings but will use it if we need to cancel a meeting. 

 

We Don’t Know If You Don’t Tell Us 
Your Lodge is often asked to confer a Masonic funeral service for a departed Brother, but even if 

you do not wish to receive the funeral service, we would like to acknowledge your passing in our annual 

Necrology Service at our first meeting in January. However, many of our Brothers live, and die, in other 

states, countries, or even right here in South Dakota, and we do not learn of their death. Please let us 

know. This is also true for Brothers who are seriously ill, or suffer the loss of a spouse, child, grandchild, 

or sibling. Please let us know…you are part of our Masonic family! 

 

From the Secretary 
I hope that the start of June has greeted each of you with a warm smile, and for those Brothers 

living in Texas, not tooooo much rain. Dues continue to roll in.  We are almost to the same number as last 

year at this time. During June and July I will be hard to reach. Between a mission trip with one of my 

sons, Grand Lodge meeting in Chamberlain, and then chaperoning a group of high school musicians to 

Europe my days are filled up.  I will have access to my email while on the road, so if you send me a 

message, I should be able to respond, just might not be right away. Until next month… 

Glendon Rice Jr., Secretary 


