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From the East 
New Year’s Reflection: 
Happy New Year, Brothers! The idea that we mark time in this way sometimes seems 
strange and arbitrary. One year ends on this date and a new one starts on the next, and 
somehow things will be different for this next year. As strange and even artificial as this 
might seem at times, further reflection shows that there may be something to this 
concept. The art of Geometry allows us to discern the changes of seasons, cycles, and 
even the passage of time. As Masons we are taught to make use of instruments for 
observing these phenomena, and while marking dates on a  calendar has become a 
mundane activity that we take for granted, its significance cannot be overstated. 
We are given only so many hours in a day. The earth rotates on its axis once per day, 
and revolves around the sun once per year. This is a reminder that we are connected to 
both the earth and the sun for our substance and existence, and of our place in the 
natural order. The passage of one year into another is a subtle (and sometimes not so 
subtle) reminder of the passage of time in our own lives, of the days running out on our 
own calendar, which can end on any given page, whether pre-ordained or not.   
Every year for as long as I can remember I find myself, as I know many people do, 
naturally reflecting on my life, the past year, and where I want to go and who I want to 
be in the next year. As I think about the working tools of an Entered Apprentice, and of 
the lessons from the Fellow Craft Degree that the pillars and stairs offer, this becomes 
even more relevant. It is indeed an opportunity to look inward, to experience who I am 



really meant to be. I can use the passage of time and the calendar as an instrument to 
mark my journey, to set my course more appropriately. The lessons of Geometry give 
us the tools on how to proceed and evaluate our journey, and it is up to us to put them 
to use. 
I invite you to use this as a time to reflect, to take the time to do so, in whatever way 
works for you. Do not take the passage of time for granted, but use it as a gift to fulfill 
your dreams, ambitions, and purpose, to help carry out the Will of the Grand Architect. 
Lodge Updates: 
Brothers, in an effort to allow us more time for Masonic discussion and reflection, I am 
working to further streamline our business in the Lodge. We have made some 
considerable improvements in this regard in the last few months, including moving some 
of our business to the Board of Trustees. Here are two additional improvements that 
should help in this effort: 
 

1. Committee Reports should be presented in writing in advance of the Lodge 
meeting for discussion at the next meeting. 

2. Submit business items, agenda items, and announcements to the Worshipful 
Master at least 10 days in advance of Lodge so they can be sent out ahead of 
time.  

 
We can still discuss these items in Lodge, especially if those in attendance wish to 
discuss them further, but if not, then we will have a little more time for other activities 
such as Masonic history, discussions, and study.  
Please contact me if you have questions or comments. 
Correction:  
I previously asked you to a save the date for our Past Masters’ Night in May. To clarify, 
this will take place during our second meeting, May 21st, which will be the 
fourth Thursday, not that Friday. That was an error on my part. I will provide an update 
in the next month or so regarding plans for that night. 
Fraternally, 
Kendig Bergstresser, WM 
unity130master@gmail.com 
(240) 750-0291  
 
Mark Your Calendar 
Jan.   8  Stated meeting, Necrology Service, 7:00 pm, light meal after opening 
Jan. 10  Masonic Study Group, 1:00 pm, Mayer Room…Cigar Night, Mitchell 
Jan. 22  EA Degree, 7:00 pm, light meal after first section 
Feb.  3  York Rite Mark Master Degree, 7:00 pm 
Feb.15  Scottish Rite Soup & Pie Supper, 4:00-7:00  
May 21  Past Masters’ Night 
 
Unity Lodge Scholarship  
If you have a son or daughter who is in need of financial assistance to further their 
education beyond high school, have them check out the Unity Lodge Scholarship. The 
deadline for submitting an application is April 15th. It provides $500 to worthy and well-



qualified students who live in Minnehaha or Lincoln County or are direct descendants of 
a member of Unity Lodge, and who will be attending a college/university or technical 
school in South Dakota. The scholarship is based on need and on academic 
achievement. Preference is given to students who are related to a Master Mason. You 
can get an application from unity130scholarship@gmail.com  or download it from the 
Unity Lodge website.  
 
Electronic Masonic Messenger  
If you would like to receive the SD Masonic Messenger as an email rather than a 
physical paper copy, just email the Grand Lodge of South Dakota and ask Gwen to add 
your name to the email mailing list. Email her at  office@mygrandlodge.org  to get on 
the list and save the Grand Lodge some postage. 
 
Road Trip to Mitchell, January 10th 

On Saturday, Dec. 6th, about 10 Brothers from Unity and Trinity Lodges traveled to 
Mitchell for Cigar Night hosted by the Brothers of Resurgam Lodge. WB Rich McBride 
of Vermilion’s Incense Lodge was there, and conferred the “High Roller” Degree on 
several candidates, including three young ladies. It was a pleasant evening of Masonic 
fellowship in front of a (sometimes) roaring blaze in the fireplace. We’ll return to Mitchell 
on Saturday, January 10th. Contact JW Kyle Orth at unityjuniorwarden@gmail.com.  
 
EA Degree January 22nd 
Unity Lodge will confer the Entered Apprentice Degree at our January 22nd meeting. 
 
York Rite Offering Free Mark Master Degree 
The Sioux Falls York Rite Bodies will confer the Mark Master Degree---at no cost---on 
Tuesday, February 3rd. If you are interested, contact YR Secretary, Roger Hansen at 
hyldegaard2@aol.com. You will need to submit a petition, which is required by the 
Grand York Rite, but you are under no obligation to join the York Rite.  
 
From the Secretary 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
I hope that you all have survived the festivities of the holidays and are finally getting 
back to some semblance of normal. The Lodge has been busy---even with just one 
meeting in each of the last two months. The first meeting in January is our Annual 
Meeting. That means that there are a number of reports that need to be finished and 
polished for presentation to the Brothers.  
The Annual Report is completed.  We started the year with 536 Brothers and finished 
the year with 574. We had to suspend 13 members for non-payment of dues. Those 
losses we don’t have to take, if we can keep the Brothers active in either the Blue Lodge 
or one of the appended bodies of Masonry. The other losses we had were Brothers who 
made that final journey to the Celestial Lodge on high, as well as those who took a 
demit from the Lodge.   
If you have not paid your 2015 dues yet, don’t despair, you can still send them in.  No 
late fees or surcharges. On December 31st, we had received dues from just over 55% of 



the 573 Brothers. When the Trustees put together a budget they based it upon 80% of 
the Brothers paying their dues, so we are getting close to that magic number. 
The Lodge will be conferring the Entered Apprentice Degree on Thursday, January 22nd 

at 7:00 pm. If you have a candidate who petitioned the Lodge this past year and was not 
able to attend the degrees, remind him of this date and encourage him to attend. A 
letter was sent to the address on file for each open petition. So far we have not heard 
back from any of the candidates. 
The Spring One-Day festival will be held on Saturday, March 14th. Unity Lodge will be 
responsible for the Fellow Craft Degree that day. 
Hope you all have reachable resolutions---mine for this year is to make the Cable Tow 
editor wait until just past the deadline for my articles. [You’re 1 for 1---mk] 
Hope to see you in Lodge in 2015. 
Fraternally, 
Glendon Rice, Jr. 
 
Brief History of F. & A. M. and A. F. & A. M., and Why South Dakota is A. F. & A. M. 
The Grand Lodge of England was founded on June 24, 1717 by four London Lodges, 
and was joined by a number of other English Lodges. Under the newly formed Grand 
Lodge of England, a number of changes were made to the ritual in an effort to 
modernize it. Because of this modernization, the Grand Lodge of England and those 
Lodges under it came to be known as Moderns. Many Lodges could not abide by the 
changes, ancient rituals and traditions were put back in place, and they broke away to 
form the Ancient Grand Lodge of England on July 17, 1751, and were referred to as 
Ancients, or Masons of York. The two Grand Lodges competed for supremacy until the 
Moderns made the return to the ancient ritual, and they were united on November 25, 
1813, and formed the United Grand Lodge of England. During those years where the 
Moderns and Ancients co-existed, a number of Lodges and Grand Lodges in what is 
now the United States were chartered. Those formed under the Grand Lodge of 
England (Moderns) were designated as F. & A. M., and those under the Ancient Grand 
Lodge of England (Ancients) were designated as A. F. & A. M. While Lodges and Grand 
Lodges in the United States still retain those designations, technically they all became 
Ancients with the merger in 1813 under the new United Grand Lodge of England, 
although ritual differences yet remain. 
The lineage of the Grand Lodge of South Dakota is as follows: 
 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania (Moderns, then became Ancients): 

• Dispensation as independent Grand Lodge by Grand Lodge of England 
(Moderns) on June 5, 1730. 

• Came under the authority of the Grand Lodge of England (Moderns) on 
September 5, 1749. 

• Dissatisfied with conservative and inactive status, several Lodges petitioned to 
the Ancient Grand Lodge of England (Ancients) and were granted charters on 
July 15, 1761. Both Modern and Ancient Lodges existed. 

• Played a part in Revolutionary War, where remaining Modern Lodges were 
loyalists and the Ancient Lodges promoted independence. 

• By the end of the war, the Modern Lodges had either gone inactive, or died out. 



• Pennsylvania retained all pure Ancient forms of ritual and were known as 
“Ancient York Masons” which became known as “Free and Accepted Masons” in 
1872. 

Grand Lodge of Missouri (Ancients): 
• Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania (Ancients) warranted 1st Missouri Lodge (Louisiana 

Lodge #109) in 1807. 
• In 1808 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania warranted Saint Louis Lodge #111. 
• The Grand Lodge of Tennessee warranted Missouri Lodge #12 (St. Louis) in 

1816 and then Joachim Lodge #25 (Herculaneum), and St. Charles Lodge #28 
(St. Charles) in 1819. 

• The Grand Lodge of Indiana warranted Unity Lodge (Jackson) in 1820. 
• From the above listed Lodges, the Grand Lodge of Missouri was established on 

April 21, 1821. 
Grand Lodge of Iowa (Ancients): 

• In 1840 the Grand Lodge of Missouri granted dispensation to 2 Lodges (Des 
Moines #41 & Iowa Lodge # 42), whose charters came in 1841. 

• In 1843 charters were given by the Grand Lodge of Missouri for 2 more Lodges 
(Dubuque Lodge #3 & Iowa City Lodge #4). 

• Those four Lodges together formed the Grand Lodge of Iowa (Ancients) in 1843. 
Grand Lodge of South Dakota (Ancients): 

• Grand Lodge of Iowa (Ancients) chartered St. John’s Lodge #1 (originally #166) 
in Yankton of the Dakota Territory on December 5, 1862. 

• By 1875 Incense Lodge #2 (originally #257) in Vermillion, Elk Point Lodge #3 
(originally #288) in Elk Point, Silver Star Lodge #4 (originally #345) in Canton, 
Minnehaha Lodge #5 (originally #328) in Sioux Falls, and Mt. Zion Lodge #6 
(originally #346) in Springfield, were all formed under dispensation. 

• Representatives from those Lodges assembled in Elk Point Lodge #288 on June 
22, 1875 to lay the groundwork for a new Grand Lodge. 

• A territory-wide Masonic convention was called which met in Incense Lodge #257 
where the Grand Lodge of the Dakota Territory was formed, and its first 
installation of Grand Officers took place on July 21, 1875. 

• The Grand Lodge of the Dakota Territory chartered Lodges until 1889 when the 
territory was divided and admitted to the United States as North and South 
Dakota, at which point the Grand Lodge of each state was established 

Respectfully Submitted, 
DaNiel D. Wood, PM 
Education Officer 
Unity Lodge130 
 
Unity Lodge Needs Your Help With Unclaimed Aprons and Bibles  
Over the past several years Unity Lodge has accumulated over 60 Aprons and Bibles, 
imprinted with the names and Degree dates, that have never been picked up by their 
owners. If you find your name on the lists below, please pick yours up at the Masonic 
Center before March 1, 2015. After that date we will “repurpose” the Aprons for use by 
Brothers attending Masonic funerals. The Bibles, unfortunately, must be destroyed 
since they contain 94 pages of Masonic information, and are unusable for other, non-



Masonic purposes. This represents a substantial financial loss to your Lodge. So please 
help us out and pick yours up soon. And if you see the name of a friend who may not 
see this announcement, please let him know so he can pick up his as well. 
 
Apron and Bible: 
Terry Adams    Corey Holm 
Brett Bastian    Kurt Hudelson 
Mike Behrend   Larry Johns 
Sam Bermudez   Jeff Joneson 
Ryan Bohy    Doug Kane 
Brandon Breitling   Danny Kealey 
Travis Breuer   Jeff Kistler 
Erik Burkman   Kevin Kuper 
Brad Callahan   Brian Landsdowne 
Brian Callahan   Steve Letcher 
Robert Christianson   Ed Lista 
Chris Christianson   Van McCord 
Jim Cink    Daryl Mitzel 
Tom Cox    Chad Nelson 
Ken Cullison    Mike O’Neal 
John Douglas   Ken Pederson 
Joe Ebert    Bill Pederson 
Kyle Eberts    Jason Piercy 
Steve Eggebraaten   Tom Schultz 
Dave Eliason    Jeff Scoular 
Tim Engberg    Leonard Stewart, Sr. 
Dan Foss    Paul Stout 
Dave Graham   Jason Sundberg 
Joel Gruis    Jordan Taylor 
Terry Gulbrandson   Tom Tomlinson 
Dean Hennings   Matt Ward 
 
Bible only:    Apron only: 
Wade Austin    Aaron Eggebraaten 
Micah Erickson   Doug Erstad 
John Ford    Gerry Scott 
Larry Hanson 
Robert Maher 
Mark O’Connor 
Jacob Sackman 
Troy Sutton 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


