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From the East 
State of the Lodge: 
Greetings Brothers! We have only one more meeting this calendar year. In preparation 
for Degree work starting in January, we may be reading/voting on petitions, which 
should not take long. If any new Brothers wish to receive their bible, apron, and pin, 
please email WB Mark Kuehn at unity130@gmail.com. Otherwise we will plan to have 
fellowship, enjoy a meal, and have discussions and reflections on Masonry. 

 

In the next several months, we will again confer the three Degrees in Masonry. If any 
Brothers are interested and available to help, please let us know.  
 
On May 22nd, Unity Lodge will host a Past Master’s and Awards night. We will plan to 
open lodge early that night, to be followed by some awards and recognition of 
outstanding Masons and Past Masters. This will be followed by a meal; families are 
encouraged to attend.  We will close the meeting by proclamation. More details will 
follow in the next few months, but please mark your calendars now. 
 
Fraternally, 
Kendig Bergstresser, WM 
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Mark Your Calendar 
Dec.   6  Cigar Night at Resurgam Lodge, Mitchell (details below) 
Dec.  11  Stated Meeting, 7:00 pm, light meal after Opening 
Dec.  13  Masonic Study Group, 1:00 pm, Mayer Room  
Dec.. 25  Christmas---No Lodge meeting 
 
Electronic Masonic Messenger  
If you would like to receive the SD Masonic Messenger as an email rather than a 
physical paper copy, just email the Grand Lodge of South Dakota and ask Gwen to add 
your name to the email mailing list. Email her at  office@mygrandlodge.org  to get on 
the list and save the Grand Lodge some postage. 
 
Cigar Night Road Trip to Mitchell, Dec. 6th 

This coming Saturday, December 6th, is a planned Cigar Lodge night. We have planned 
for it to be in Mitchell at their Lodge. There was an oversight the Mitchell Shrine Club’s 
Christmas Party is the same night. Troy will be there to have it open for us at 8:00 pm.  
Bring your favorite thing to sip on and your favorite smoke. So if you would be so kind 
as to let me know if you plan on attending so we can get a head count of how many .  
Also different attendees may want to leave to go at different times depending on what 
they want to do while in Mitchell, Cabelas being one stop some may want to take 
advantage of first. So please email unity130juniorwarden@gmail.com or text 605-728-
7238 by Thursday evening, December 4th if you intend to go. 
 
The last Cigar Lodge Mother Nature wasn’t the kindest, but considering the weather it 
was a good night and a good turnout. We even lit a fire and smoked by the fire instead 
of indoors. Tippy Cow made a surprise visit too much delight, as well as other spirits.  
Unity members in attendance were Worshipful Brother Mark Kuehn, Worshipful Brother 
Glen Rice and Dawn, Brother Wes Teal and Jane. Trinity members in attendance were 
Brother Bradley Stevens and Kelsey with Jamison, Brother Dusty, Brother Ethan, 
Brother Nolan Webb. Like I said, not a bad turnout for the weather we were handed that 
mixes in with everyone’s busy schedules. 
Fraternally, 
Kyle Orth, JW 
 
EA Degree January 22nd 
Unity Lodge will confer the Entered Apprentice Degree at our January 22nd meeting. If 
you have a candidate, be sure and get his petition in by December 11th so it can be read 
and voted on in time for this Degree conferral. 
 
From the Secretary 
As I am writing this article I have been informed that one of my wife’s Aunts has passed 
away. Not unexpected, but a loss felt by the family none the less. It reminded me that 
we, a family of Brothers, will also be celebrating the holidays with six Brothers missing 
for the first time. Please keep the families of Brothers Clyde Ackerman, Ward Cheney, 
Richard Howard, Wallace Myers, Donald Nelson, Ray Ordinachev and Delwin Shanks 
in your thoughts and prayers. These next few weeks will no doubt reopen feelings of 
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sorrow and loss. If you know any of these families, give them a call and let them know 
you are thinking about them and that you care. 
  
During the meeting in November I read the names of the 16 Brothers that face 
suspension at the end of December for non-payment of dues. They have each been 
notified what needs to be done to stop that action. This action is unfortunately required 
by Grand Lodge Bylaws which say that whenever a Brother fails to pay his dues for a 
period of two years he shall be suspended by the Lodge.  
  
2015 dues continue to roll in. As I write this we have 590 Master Masons on our active 
roster. Of those 590 we have received dues from roughly 44% of the Brothers. A 
reminder, if you are having difficulty paying your dues, talk with either myself or the 
Worshipful Master. We have a fund that is available to assist worthy Brother Master 
Masons when needed, but we can’t assist if we are not aware of the situation. 
  
Wishing you all a safe and happy season no matter which Holiday you celebrate. 
  
Glendon Rice, Jr 
Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


