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August 2014 
     
From The East 
Greetings Brothers! 

Monthly Contemplation: 

I hope you are all enjoying your summer. As summer is a time of growth and enjoying 
the vibrancy of life, we as Masons should contemplate what it means to enrich 
ourselves and grow on the inner journey. The sun is at meridian height and we should 
continue to apply our efforts of introspection, of observing what makes us rough ashlars 
and how we can apply the work to become perfect ashlars. Each day should have a 
plan towards identifying what is in our way towards being a better man, not only to our 
fellows but also to ourselves.  

As you are outdoors (hopefully) enjoying the summer sun with friends and family, think 
about how the efforts of today will contribute to tomorrow. Are you working towards a 
specific goal that you designed, or are you going through the motions and working off of 
someone else’s Trestle Board? As Master Masons, it is our duty to preside over our 
own Inner Lodge, and to view with satisfaction the harmony that we create.   

State of the Lodge: 

Last month I discussed the four key points of my Trestle Board. These were: 

*Emphasizing Free Masonry as an Initiatory Order, and continuing to build upon our 
spiritual heritage 

*Enhancing the Fellowship of the Lodge, through improved participation and 
engagement, and membership growth 

*Streamlining administrative and business practices 



*Public Displays of Masonry 

In our first meeting last month we took a few moments to contemplate what it means to 
take a good man and make him better. Several Brothers shared their insights and I think 
we all gained something from this. I know I did. This is something I plan on continuing, 
at least at our first stated meeting every month.  If any of you have ideas or things you 
would like to explore further, please let me know. 

In terms of enhancing our Fellowship, we have taken a few good steps forward. Brother 
Kyle Orth hosted the first Masonic Cigar Night at his house. I know he will talk more 
about this, but I wanted to recognize him for coming up with a new idea and for finding a 
way for Masons to meet on the Level. I enjoyed seeing the several brothers and their 
spouses and family members spending time together outside of Lodge.   

Over the next month or so we will be voting on expanding the powers of the Board of 
Trustees. This should allow us to cut down on some of the mundane activities of the 
Lodge and to be more efficient in making decisions. The details are included in this 
month’s Cable Tow, and we hope this will help to allow us more time to enhance the 
Masonic experience for all of our members. 

As a public display of Masonry, at the next meeting, we will be presenting scholarships 
to five students. They and their families will receive their awards inside the Lodge and 
gain a glimpse into Masonry. It is an opportunity for us to show them what it means to 
be a Mason. As a public event, please bring your family or guests to share Fellowship 
and a potluck meal.  

Thank you Brothers and I look forward to hopefully seeing you at one of the several 
upcoming events listed in this month’s calendar. 

Fraternally, 

Kendig Bergstresser, WM 

Meet Your New Senior Warden 
Greetings from the West. A little background about myself. I was raised as a Master 
Mason in August of 2007 in Missouri. I became a Mason with intentions of going straight 
to the Shrine, but there was just something about the Blue Lodge that caught my 
curiosity. I did something that is rare in Masonry today; I learned my proficiencies in all 
three degrees and gave them back in open lodge, questions and answers. Learning my 
proficiencies really helped me learn a lot about Masonry. It piqued my interest even 
more about further Masonic education, so instead of joining the Shrine, I joined the 
Scottish Rite. Not only for further education, but because it was historically one of the 
two paths to becoming a Shriner.   
In April of 2008, the family and I moved to North Carolina. I did not get involved in any 
Masonry in North Carolina, due to work and not finding a lodge to join. I did make 
several attempts to reach out to lodges but without success. I did not have the same 
problem finding a lodge, when we moved to Idaho in late 2009. In Idaho I got very active 
in lodge, taking the chair of Marshall, and also finally became a Shriner. 



In July of 2011, we moved to South Dakota and I immediately got involved in the Shrine, 
but part of me missed the Blue Lodge. It took me a couple of years, but here I am.   
I am both pleased and honored to be Senior Warden of Unity Lodge. I am a bit of a 
perfectionist, and I am my own biggest critic. I believe that whatever you do, you should 
do it to the best of your ability. Whatever I do, I try to do it better than the last time. For 
me, good enough is never good enough. This is why I am restarting the tradition of 
practice.  If you are anything like me and want to get better, then please join us in 
practicing our rituals. It may take a few months to get the right night and time, but 
eventually, I want this to be a regularly scheduled event. I would like to schedule the 
next practice to be on August 13th at 6:00 pm at the Masonic Center---the day before 
our first stated meeting in August. At this time I propose we practice on the opening and 
closing of Lodge, and the EA Degree. Challenge yourself to take a different chair, for 
this practice and each and every practice. 
Fraternally,                                                                                                              
Richard Hagler, Senior Warden 
 
From the South 
We had our first “Cigar Night” on July 17th---cigars or smoking them not required---and it 
rolled off pretty well. We were competing against George Thorogood and still got 14 
people to attend. The next one will be at my place again, 7:00 pm or after, on August 
15th, a Friday night again. My address is 2909 N Lyme Grass Ave. In September it will 
be on the 12th at Brother Nolan Webb’s house at 2405 S Theodore. Bring a chair and 
whatever you like to “sip” or drink and join in the fun and fellowship. There is pool, 
foosball, air hockey and video games at my place for adults and kids alike. This is not 
just for Unity members and their families, but for all Master Masons and their families, 
so share the word. We hope this will lead to an oversized gathering of Brothers and 
their families in a short hurry. One thing we do plan on doing is when winter arrives is 
change it up to a Saturday night and join our brothers in Mitchell as they open their 
Lodge up on Saturday nights for cigars and a drink. If you can’t make either of those 
dates keep your eyes peeled, as we will always try and have two dates set in each 
Cable Tow so you can put it on your calendar. Hope to see you at one soon. 
Fraternally, 
Kyle Orth, JW 
 
PGM Raises His Nephew to MM 
Among our newest Brothers is Keith Holt, whose uncle, Steve Johnson, Past Grand 
Master of Minnesota, raised him during Unity Lodge’s Master Mason Degree on July 
24th. Also present was Past SD Grand Master Virgil Andersen, a member of Minnehaha 
Lodge #5. 
 
Order Your Unity Lodge Name Badge Now 
If you would like to order one of the blue, magnetic Unity Lodge name badges, let Junior 
Warden Kyle Orth know. We would like to see all of the officers, and the Brothers on the 
sidelines, wearing them. The cost each is $7.35 if we order 10-24 of them. Fewer than 
10 orders will raise the cost to $8.35.  Email Kyle at unity130juniorwarden@gmail.com.   
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Mark Your Calendar 
Aug.   9   Masonic Study Group, 1:00 pm, Mayer Room 
Aug. 14   Stated meeting, 6:00 pm, Scholarship Awards NIght Family Potluck 
Aug. 15   “Cigar Night”, at Kyle Orth’s, 2909 N. Lyme Grass Ave., 7:00 pm 
Aug. 17   District 3 Masonic Picnic, 3 pm, Cherry Rock Park 
Aug. 28   Entered Apprentice Degree, 6:00 pm meal; open at 7:00 pm 
 
Scholarship Awards Night Family Potluck August 14th 
Unity Lodge will hold its annual Scholarship Awards Night with a potluck meal on  
Thursday, August 14th. We will open Lodge at 6:00 pm for an abbreviated business 
meeting. Then the Lodge will be put at ease, and we will bring the scholarship winners 
and their families in about 7:15 for the presentation, and some words of encouragement 
from SD Grandmaster, MWB Doug McFarland. This will be a family night, so please 
feel free to bring your family. We suggest they arrive around 7:00 pm, but they are 
welcome to gather while we open lodge and conduct business. After that there will be a 
potluck meal in the dining room. Five young people will receive Unity Lodge 
Scholarships, so it would be great to see a large number of Unity Brothers in 
attendance to demonstrate the Craft’s commitment to education. 

***If your name is A-L bring a main dish, if it’s M-Z bring a vegetable or 
salad. PIease contact JW Kyle Orth at unity130juniorwarden@gmail.com so we know 
who is coming, and will have have a rough idea of what food we will have to feed our 
guests. 

EA Degree Conferral In August 
The Entered Apprentice Degree will be conferred on August 28th. Lodge will open at 
7:00 pm. There will be dessert following the meeting. 
 
Text of Proposed Bylaws Amendments 
We will discuss and vote on the following proposed amendments to the Unity Lodge 130 
Bylaws at our August 14th Stated meeting. 
 
 

Article VI 
 

Dues 
 
Section 1:  Annual dues for each member shall be $29.50, plus the per capita charges 
from the Grand Lodge and the Masonic Building Association. This amount shall be paid 
by December 31 of the preceding year. 
Ex:  2015 dues are due and payable by December 31, 2014. 
 
Section 2:  Any Master Mason who applies for affiliation with Unity Lodge must do one 
of the following: 

a)  Pay dues for the year as listed in Section 1. 
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b)  Surrender his dues receipt from another Lodge and have it replaced with a  
dues receipt from Unity Lodge. 

 
Section 3:  Any petition for reinstatement shall be accompanied with the appropriate 
fees as prescribed by the current Grand Lodge Bylaws, plus the dues for the current 
year as listed in Section 1. 
 
Section 4:  The suspension of a member for non-payment of dues shall be proposed 
during the first stated meeting in November of the second year he is in arrears. The 
suspension shall be voted upon during the first stated meeting the following December.  
If suspended, the suspension shall become effective December 31 of that same year, 
unless the member has made payment in full prior to that date. 
 
Section 5:  Any member in good standing that has reached 50 years as a member when 
the dues notices are completed shall be charged only the Grand Lodge and Masonic 
Building Association per capitas for their annual dues. 
 
Section 6:  Any member in good standing that has reached 70 years as a member when 
the dues notices are completed shall not be charged any amount for their dues or per 
capitas. 
 

Article XI 

Board of Trustees 

Section 1:  There is hereby created a Board of Trustees of the Lodge, which shall 
consist of the Worshipful Master, the Senior Warden and the three Trustees. The 
trustees shall be elected by the Lodge for a term of three years each and whose terms 
of office shall expire in rotation, one each year, the present incumbents to hold office 
until their successors are elected and take office. The Junior Warden, Secretary and 
Treasurer shall be non-voting members of the Board. 

Section 2:  The Worshipful Master shall be chairman of the Board, the Senior Warden 
shall be vice-chairman. 

Section 3:  The Treasurer of the Lodge shall be the custodian of all monies, securities 
and other personal property controlled by the Board, and of the evidences of title to, or 
interest in, real property, with other documents, and shall take the written receipt of the 
chairman or vice-chairman for whatever shall be delivered by him to the Board. 

Section 4:  The Board, subject at all times to the direction of the Lodge, shall have 
charge of the investments and oversight of all Funds, and shall be the depository of title 
to all property, real or personal, of the Lodge, and of all property in which any officer, 
officers, member or members of the Lodge, shall acquire on behalf of the Lodge. 

Section 5:  The Board shall have authority, for and on behalf of the Lodge and its 
members, to prosecute and defend all actions or proceedings, and to take and perform 



all other steps and acts necessary for the proper investment, conservation, collection 
and use of all such property and Funds, for the purpose for which such property and 
such Fund are held or created, including the authority, by its chairman or vice-chairman 
and its secretary, to execute, acknowledge and deliver conveyances, with or without 
covenants or warranty, assignments, satisfactions (full or partial), leases, contracts, 
receipts and other instruments of like character. 

Section 6:  The Board shall make, at a minimum, quarterly reports to the Lodge.  If they 
determine that the Lodge needs to go outside of the presented budget, they shall make 
a report at the next stated meeting. 

Section 7:  The Board shall make an annual report to the Lodge at its Annual 
Communication, which shall include a budget for the following year. The annual report 
shall be examined and audited like the reports of other officers are examined and 
audited. 

Section 8:  A vacancy in the office of any of the three elected Trustees shall be filled by 
appointment of the Worshipful Master until a successor is duly elected at the Annual 
Election of the Lodge. A new Trustee shall be elected for the unexpired portion of such 
term or terms. 

Rationale for the changes: 

Section 1:  Explained how the trustees are elected and added the other elected officers 
as non-voting members of the Board. 

Section 2:  Since the Treasurer and Secretary are now non-voting members of the 
Board, no need to elect the same positions. They will do the job as elected. 

Section 4:  Changed it from just the permanent fund to all funds. Included the oversight 
since it currently read only the investment. Changed the last sentence so that it reads 
more smoothly. The intent did not change. 

Section 5:  Deleted permanent since we will cover all funds, made some grammar edits. 

Section 6:  Deleted original section and replaced it with the minimum quarterly 
report. As it originally read, the secretary would have been making a report anytime the 
Board acted. By making it a minumum of a quarterly report, the Board can make more 
frequent reports if they deem it necessary. 

Section 7:  Added the requirement to present a budget during the annual report. 

From the Secretary 

Good day Brothers, 
I hope that this edition of the CableTow finds you all doing well. It has been a 
busy July. As most of you may have heard, my mother passed away the 
beginning of the month so it was a fast-paced trip back to Erie, PA for the funeral 



service and then even faster trip back to Sioux Falls because both my boys were 
in summer school and could only miss two days. It is possible to drive across 7 
states in just under 15 hours when pressed. 
 
During July we conferred the Master Mason degree upon 5 new Brothers. Please 
welcome Tyler Crissman, Keith Holt, Donald Laurila, Jason Oliver and David 
Wilson into the fold. All survived the rigors of completing the three degrees over 
three months. A really big thank you to MWB Ron Lockwood, WBs Richard 
Costain and Denny Kaarup, Brother Robert Sorenson and Shirline Hagler for 
preparing the BLT Feast that we enjoyed in between the 1st and 2nd sections of 
the Master Mason Degree. Even our token vegan liked the feast. 
 
We are quickly approaching the end of the year, and with it some sad news. We 
still have 21 brothers that owe dues for 2013. In accordance with our bylaws, I 
will be forced to read their names during the 1st meeting in November for 
possible suspension from the Lodge. Understand that that just doesn't effect your 
standing in the Lodge, it also effects your standing in any appended bodies in 
which you may hold membership. The number of outstanding dues for 2014 is 
now down to only 96 members who still owe. 
 
You should find two proposed changes to our bylaws in this newsletter. If you 
have any questions on either of them don't hesitate to contact me and I will do 
my best to explain them. 
Remember, the meeting on the 14th will start at 6:00 pm not 7:00. 
 
Fraternally, 
Glendon Rice, Jr. 
 


